
History of Optical Zoom
A Study in Microfilm Capture — Then and Now
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Prior to use of digital image sensors, microfilm readers would use a — now antiquated — 
analog process of MAGNIFYING  and zooming an image in order to project it on to a screen 
for viewing. 

Typically, in the digital age of microfilm scanning, the lens most often is actually REDUCING 
not MAGNIFYING the object onto the miniature image sensor that processes, interprets, 
and creates the digital image which is then displayed on the monitor in real time. As can be 
seen, this makes discussing the benefits of Optical Zoom a largely outdated notion.
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